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On 11-2-61, Mr. _ 

the Coordination Staff of the state Department's Bureau of 
Intelligence and Research, telephoned to ask Bureau coogerat 
in locating any comment or position taken by the Communist Party 
USA. or its leaders concerning the John Birch Society. Mr. 




specifically asked whether we might know of some editorial comment 
in "The Worker," or some public statement by one of the Communist 
Party leaders. \ 

The Central Research Section very promptly located an 
article by Gus Hall in the August. 1961, issue of "Political Affairs, 
which refers to the John Birch Society as the spearhead of an 
organized Fascist movement emerging in this country. Mr. | 
was referred to this article, and he stated he was extremely 
grateful for the very prompt cooperation he had been afforded. 
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UNITED STATE$ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FE»E»AL *UKEAU OT INVESTIGATION 

Marchl, 19» w*««netoa l$.svc 

TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS: 

Itl4» incontestable {act that our country, the arrabol tit at free world, 1* the 
ultimate, priceless goal of international coa H MBlMt. The leader* of International communism 
nave vowed to achieve world domination. This cannot be until tie Fed nag li f Iowa over the 
Veiled States. 

r, lor a moment, the grandiose Red plan I* scoffed at as being fantastic, consider 
that one-fourth of the land surface of the world and one-third of the peoples of (he earth are 
now controlled by the world-wide communist bloc. 

Certainly, the communist gains throughout the world are evidence enough that 
America, a it lowers Its guard, may be someday an easy target for the Red threat. The 
communist plan Is to conquer the United States, if not today, then tomorrow; if not tomorrow, 
then the next day, next mcoth, next year .-there Is no timetable, no "five-Year Plan. " This 
is evident in the machination cf the Communist Party, USA, as shown by the analysis of It* 
ITth National Convention published In this Bulletin. 

ft is Indeed appalling that some member* of our society continue to deplore and 
criticize those who stress the communist danger. What these misguided "authorities" fall to 
realize is that the Communist Party, USA, I* an integral part of International communism. As\ 
the world-wide menace becomes more powerful, the various Communist Parties assume a more 
dangerous and sinister role to the countries In which they are entrenched. Public IndUSterence 
to this threat is tantamount re national suicide. 

Lethargy leads pair to dis alter . The communist* have a savage plan of Uqulda- 
ttoa for a vanquished America. The" blueprint can be found in the words of Mao Tse-tung, 
Chairman cf the Chinese Communist Parry, who reportedly said that ft was necessary to 
liquidate $00, CCO "enemies" to solidify communism In China. Another pattern is the plight of 
counties* families in satellite countries who were torn apart and transported to the oblivion of 
Soviet labor camps. 

i 

Under communist domination in America, the first campaign of liquidation would 
engulf the lawyers, champions cf due process tit law; newspapermen, whose ageless fight for 
freedom of expression would have no place under totalitarianism; law enforcement officers, 
guardian* tit Individual rights; governmental leader*, local, sute and national; and everyone 
falling In the so-called "capitalist" category. Occupations and professions which the commu- 
nist* term "useless and parasitic" would be abolished— <lergymen, wholesaler*. Jobbers, real 
estate salesmen, stockbroker*, insurance men, advertising specialist*, traveling salesmen— 
the list for purging is endless. No citizen would escape some form cf suffering under a 
communist regime. One need but to compare his own worth, hi* own ideal*, his own religious 
belief* with the atheistic doctrine* of communism to determine hi* priority on the list of 
liquidation. 

The defense Of the cherished freedoms secured and handed down to ny bv nnr fnrg. 
f jttfiirf i '* "T rp p MJlBEIUy ct eack Am e rican. tMvixane of the enemy, alertness to the 
danger, and everyday SitrloTtsm Me the bnct and mortar with which we can build an impreg- 
nable fortress against communism. Only the Intelligent effort* of all American* can prevent 
Xhe decay of public apathy from laying open our Nation to the Red menace. 



Very truly your*, 

V 1 John E<gJ> Hoover 
N Director 
(Reprinted from the TBI law Enforcement Bulletin, March, titO.) 



An Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the Communist Party, USA 

by DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER 

Si air merit made to the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee and released o/i January 17, 1960. 



Profaning the very meaning and spirit of the 
Star SfoKflei Bo*act by opening itt tin 1st* r 
Conclave frith OUT XllKOll Au'horo, the Oo- 

m-aojat Put;, USA, convened it* 17th, National 
Coavf at ton on December 10, 1*5?, in a hotel in 
K>w York C4ty'» Harirm tection. Fow day* 
later, cm Bom* 200 diCegue* repretentiag other 
Communist* throu fheut OTJC Kit ion, adjourned in 

An* w»U they might feel in high apii 
cause the Communist Party. USA, emerged from 
this coaveatton more powtrf aV. more unified md 
even iwt of a menace to our Republic. 

Wit boot o^wscion, the meet tignal achievement 
»u the welding of the Communist Party, VSA, 
into 4 solidly unified, aggressive f oro* behind th* 
militant, device* tad ruthless Wndfrthip of Get 
Hill, ex-convict and avowed anrh enemy of the 
American way of life* 

Hall was elected general tecretary of the put/ 
at the coavratioa, and there a virtoel unaninvxa 
"P»«»«t among party power* and rank tad file 
that he a tha 'Xumher One' man in the party. 
At rack, he tvow tf«uWi u powerful 1 /roup 
of dissident* tod fanatic dtraocrtcT-hiteri a* 
America ha* atOdom w within it* iW» during 
peacetime, 

Tb» Communist conspiracy is Atneric* todty 
it fed by | man who has openly boasted that he 
to wilUg to take up arms tnd fight to overthrow 
ou forts of government, HtH ni convicted in 
Minneapolis, Minn, in 1934 in connection with t 
riot there when he wu I member of the Young 
Communist League, During hi* trial he testi- 
fied a* follow*: 

C. ».< »wi wink »<rf«e rat K„tu»~-,t>% «»U #«- 

A.. X pt?t*t A, dm* i* to* wKk » fcwWt ic**roca*?i>C 




0. t,< »o» «r» wua** «e CjM tvtrtknm n» 



A. A W.We'.y. 

ff. 1*1 |M *w (j /«*« ft (TM «rtW* 

i - W^et fte Ctm-s cooo«, jet. 

At t not-Uooiied young Communist in the )tt« 
lt30\ 11*11 trrested in OKio tnd chtrged 
witk tie poaaestion tnd rae of explOKires. He 
tobseiiuently pleaded guilty to t keaer charge of 
malicious destrviction of property and vat fined 

Tht election of the fiery Hall to lead a **rongly 
knit Communist Party tbich hat and alwayi will 




have as St* chief objective the co ro mwi wg of 
America tWl certainly shake «™ th* W»t 
apathetic American bis lethargy, especially 
t. hea TM«ed ia tie light of this Com- 
munist* own ftaiaati. During radio end t*l»- 
vision interview, «t tie conventic*. Hell blandly 
stated Out the American public 'definitely* has 
UBdereetimated the aiz* and iaiosoc* of the Oom- 
munist Party, USA. H* added that th* Ccca- 

rr. vr.Kt* in thii Country ehould Knfe *v«ft greater 

strides toward increasing ru already growing 
number of members. I {» boasted that the party 
"in growing in industry and ycrath" doe mainly 
tx> the cher^ in political climate. 

Assuredly, there U a eigaificax* fesaoo for every 
American is this display of machinations, prop*, 
geade and opportunism which is communisn> itself 
at wort within our border*. The :7th National 
Convention of tie Communist Party, USA, was 
a revealing 4 day miaieture prevu* of what our 
Nation would becom* if those who aspire to be- 
come commissar* of a Soviet Americ* should ever 
fulfill their evil ambitions. It is apparent that, 
core thin *v« before, each America* most enin- 
tua vigilant witdbfuloess toward this Trojan 
km ia our midst. 

Tie JTth National Convention 5* being bailed 
by tie Communists themselves as a great mil*- 
ttotjc in the party's history ift lie United States. 
These gabs, recognized as foraidabl* ones, are 
regarded by the party f eithfuS as their chief 
accomplishments : 

1. Promotion of Go* Hall, strongly pro-Roa- 
aiea and an energetic, aggressive feeder, to the 
number one position ia the party j 

2. Uniting the towoWhiy solidly behind the 
newly elected leadership, making the party a hard, 
bitting mobile weapon against the free American 
government; 

3. Exploiting the current international political 
tKmet* in an effort to make Russian policies more 
acceptable to American public opinion, This 
involves an attempt to exploit Soviet Premier 
Nikit* S. Khrushchev's risit to the United States 
as a means of furthering its own echeors for 
bringing about a Soriet America; 

A Implemented a number of concrete programs 
aimed at increasing party membership and party 
influence in America. Such programs include 
increased emphasis on party recruiting, training 
of leaders, collection of funds, stepping up of p«rty 
propaganda, and infiltration effort* into aoaoonv 



munist organizations such as labor unions, Negro 
groups, national miaoritie*, etc 

The newly elected "boss* of the Communist 
Party, USA, Gus HaO, vaulted to the top post of 
the party through a combination of fortuitous 
circumstances and artful plotting. He has long 
teen disgruntled at what be believed to be soft, 
ineffectual leadership In the party— but bis ambi- 
tions bar* been bidden by the shadow of Eugen* 
Dennis, national chairman and previously ec- 
kaowledged bade* of the party. At the date of 
the convention approached, Dennis still was top 
man in the party although there was indication 
that Hall bad nurtured a *d«mp Dennis" cam- 
paign to the point where Dennis' potation was in- 
deed a tenuous one, Tbea came the news that Dea- 
ns would be unable to attend the convention— 
that be bad suffered a alight stroke and that some- 
one else would have to give the keynote address. 

Tbe scheming, opportunistie HaH rose to the 
occasion and delivered the address. He saw bis 
ambit fees start to crystallize. Today bo is com- 
munism's champion ia the United States— a 
powerful, deceitful, dangerous foe of 
Americanism. 

What sort of a man is Gus HaUl We in. the 
FBI know him «s a fanatical practitioner of Karl 
Marx* tenet that "the end justifies the means*; a 
coldly /■/Wl.ti^jr Communist conniver who 
change* tactics as easily as be changed his name 
many year* ago. K* was bom Arvo Halfcerg in 
1915 at Virginia, Minn , the son of Matt and 
Susanna Halberg, both of whom later became 
charter members of th* Communist Party. As* 
result of bis early background of having been born 
into communism, many of bis followers regard 
him as literally a man of destiny who can breath* 
new life into tie party. 

Kail joined th* party ia 1927 and went to Rus- 
sia ia 1931 to attend th* Lenin School where stu- 
dent* were taught, among other things, sabotage 
and guerrilla warfare techniejoes. After return- 
ing to this country ia 1933, he became active ia 
th* Young Communist League as aa crganiier 
and ia 1833 entered into foil- time party work as 
a section organizer. A* » Russian-taught disciple 
of Leninistic oeenmuaism. Hall worked bard and 
rose swiftly into positions of increasing power. 
He was elected to th* party's national ceanmitte* 
ia IMJ and became a national board member in 
1947. Ia 19*\ b* was appointed national secre- 
tary, a move Mcessiteted by the imprisonment of 



• « • 



Eugene Dennis, who was. ties general secretary 
arid who m found guilty of conspiring to violate 
the Smith Act of 1.10. 

Tints, faced with confinement himself ift« 
being convicted (or violation of the same act, Hall 
jumped $20,000 bond and became a f ugit ^ He 
dyed his blond hair, eyebrows, and eyelashes dirk 
brows, skaved off hi* mustache and shed 40 
pounds in as. unsaccessf ul «£»rt to evade appre- 
hension. Arrested by the FBI in 1951, Hall to 
sentenced to S yews for contempt oi court, miiisg 
a total of $ years when added to tins 5-year sentence 
imposed for conspiracy to vkjate- the Smith Act. 

Conditionally released from prison in March 
1*57, J fell »ft»r his probationary period elided oo 
April 5, 1*5., immediately resumed his nefarious 
aim of infecting America with communism. 

TVLs, then, is the man— «x-eonvict, propagan- 
dist, vnabasr^ emissary of evuandrabid advocate 
Of a Soviet United States. 

Behind this Moscow-trained, utterly ruthless 
Communist leader, the Jfth National Convention 
formulated as organizational apparatus designed 
to make the- Communist Party a hard-striking 
power against American socirty, A 60-member, 
national committee— actually the party's poht- 
buxo— was established with such veteran and bard* 
ened party leaders as Elizaleth Garley Flyna. 
James Jackson, Hymaa Lamer, Arnold Samuel 
J chases, and Irving Potash. Thi» national com* 
mittee is theoretically the governing body of the 
party between conventions, but actual policy is 
made by the miall ruling clique. 

This small clique consists of the party's national 
officers (though a national executive committee is 
later to be established ) who were elected after the 
convention by the national committee. The rta- 
tional officer* are; 

V. UUaia Z, TcHiter. CSalrmM Emeritus 

Xofe&eDeaaH KatioealOiairttia 

CUoie U^Woot. Vioe-Cialrma* 

Xuubetk Carter Ityua, Yk^Cfcatrmaa 

Beojaml* S, Davis, N'atfoD&l Secretary 

Gofl B*U. Oeneril Secretary 

Hjn>«» Limer, Kattoea) Edacacka Secretary 

'tmei Jackeoo, K«»e»*J tecretaiy toe (be Soute. 

A five-man secretariat, consisting of Dennis, 
KaH, Davis, Lamer, and Jackson, will be the day- 
to-day operating authority of the p'rty. 

Although the positions of national chairman, 
national secretary, and general secretary theoretic 
cally are of equal importance, Hall is Indisputably 
the new party chief. It win be remembered that' 



Joseph Stalin once bore the title of General Sec* 
retary of the Russian Communist Party— a posi- 
tion from which he became dictator of all 
communism. 

Two important conclusions can be drawn from 
the national convention's leadership decisions: 

<1) The party Kill remain t* the fviwrer-** 
it ha leer, i* the postman, obedient time of Met* 
c<*C— No new personalities were brought into 
the party's top leadership. Rather, leadership is 
today exercised by the same corps of hardened, 
disciplined, veteran Communists who feel that 
Moscow represeats the final goal of all of man- 
kind'* hopes. So-called "right wing"* Gwmunist* 
are not represented. They have either voluntarily 
resigned in complete disillusionment or been cold* 
bloodedly purged. These -right- wingers'* believed 
that the party in America should have some choice 
in its tactics of operation, not be completely bound 
by Moscow. This slight •deviation* cost them 
dearly.. O^uf^uthovOd know thereis only ose 
road—that defined exclusively by Moscow! 

Proof of the growing monotathie unity of the 
party is further shown b the changes made. b 
th* party's constitution by the convention. These 
Changes eliminated features stemming from the 
previous convention which allowed greater free* 
dom to local party wit*. The 1*5* changes elimi- 
nated these right* and centralized control ia 
national headquarters. They are ia full accord 
wltfc the historic Communist principle of demo- 
cratic centralism which asserts that once a decision 
has been made in the party it must be carried out 
without dissent. 

(2) The elimination of facUonalirm* making 
the party « more wni/ted <vnd mare com/pact or* 
fmiaation.-*- Especially since the death of Stalin, 
the party has experienced factional disputes. 
These "faction alistt* have now been liquidated or 
driven to cover.. This was the them* of Gas 
Hall's summary remarks just before th* end of 
th* convention. Speaking with gusto, this new 
Ccmmwist commissar declared that "we"* now 
have on* policy, one line and one direction. In* 
terpreting th* convention. Hall stated it give a 
mandate to the leadership to completely destroy 
and burn out all elements of factionalism and that 
the leadership must Carry ottt the mandate. 
Hence, b his words, tie party cannot permit 
factionalism. ' 

So, b the day* ahead, we can expect an ever- 
increasing emphasis on party discipline, witi all 
dissident* being eliminated, This is truly b the 
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tradition of international ecmmcoism which has 
no place for free speech and f ree thought. 

Every action of lie convention was designed to 
make the party ahardJiitting, versatile and mobile 
weapon of attack against MX form of government. 

Why » the party so optimistic for the future! 
Why » ere Got HaU and other Communists almost 
gleeful in speaking of communist feasibilities in 
the days shesdt 

The answer comes from the convention pro- 
ceedings — »B usvk which, like a thread, runs 
through all the remarks, actions and topes of 
the leadership. It is: thai the fwhJ visit of 
'Premier Khruehchev to the United Stain hce 
done math. ti> create wi e&mosphere fovoralU to 
eommmrnitni, among American*. In On* conven- 
tion discussion, for example, it in stated that as 
the result of O* Khrushchev visit tho American 
people have open minds toward soaalistn. Hence, 
tie party most learn how to get aociaijso across 
to the people and break down *»^sconception^ ,, 
about the Soviet Union. 

To party leaders, Khrushchev's presence in thU 
country has eased the way for party activfties. 
The Conwountsti see the possibility of gaining still 
more influence in American society. Gus Hall, 
in his keynote speech on the convention's first day, 
' was most sensitive to this pow*. He stated: 

, . . (be central twaBoo ot t»U «c«M3ol 1» ! Wsat la 
11* roleof tie port/ la tMaenffifeiJ w aitntaon? Bow 
«ea tt now store one tat* tne t>roa4 stream of tie people'! 
movomunt* Bow c»a Jt tf*«X ta« toils »t ft* IscJeOon 
an* »*com« more a*4 core eKecttvelr a factor to tamte 
tfoureatioo. . . , 

He then went on: 

We waat to p«r«tfi*t» (», ori-talsa ml v«J tie »raa4- 
eet et eirttefi front m0vement*-*on every ItveW4> a 
thouaaDd waja. In 10,000 placet, on WO.00O Issue*— U 
Kwtfble. wK» jso ffliiaoo people. 

Sote the scope of Cosawaaist hopes—ISO mil- 
lion people or the entire United States. 

The buoyant optimism, of the party is geared 
to plans to take advantage of an international cli- 
mate which, fax their eyes, js aKing their work. 
Americans c*n bok forward to a period of re- 
newed party agitation la all fields— 'always hoping 
to increase party strength and influence. The 
Communist* will endeavor to gala allies wherever 
they can be. found, creating fronts, launching 
infiltration programs, participating in all phases 
of American Kfe. 

This *new hope* program of cemmunism m the 
United States is geared to concrete! programs. 



both (1) building up the party apparatus itself 
and <!) increasing party influence in the Nation 
as a whole, 

Party leaders realize that a strong party ©rgeni- 
ration is absolutely necessary to a successful agi- 
tation program. The convention adopted a num- 
ber of programs to strengthen the internal opera- 
tional structure of the party. 

■ A resolution was adopted calling for the immed- 
iate launching of an intensive membership drive 
to run to Jf ay 1, aimed at increasing mem- 
bership by 10 percent. This resolution outlined 
a program which calls for each party district to 
advise the national office by the end of January 
1560, as to its specific plans for recruitment To 
show the urgency of this task, the resolution as- 
serted that each national committee member must 
adopt a personal quota of new recruits. In addi- 
tion, each Communist Party club must adopt a 
quota. Moreover, each national officer will be 
designated to a specific district to aid in this na- 
tion w &e recruitment program. 

Ths training of party members also must be 
stepped up. This will mean more party schools. 
In the Communist Party, education (really mean-, 
bg indoctrination) is of vital importance. Every, 
member must be deeply imbued with the prin- 
ciples of Marx, Engela, and I-enin. The convec- 
tion also adopted reports about the statas of the 
Worker, the party's weekly publication. It was 
pointed out that The Worker was the lifeNood of 
the party and that strengthening this paper must 
be one of the party's chief aims. The Worker does 
much to guide members, giving them the latest 
twists of the party line. CSrculation of The 
Worker is now approximately 14,000, and the 
party wants it to be increased to 25,000 in IW>. 
The convention also accepted a resolution to the 
effect that the PaMy Worker, which was discon- 
tinued in J.J58, be reinstituted in the shortest pos- 
sible time but preferably prior to the 1960 national 
elections in the United States. To the party, the 
Communist press represents one of it* most effec- 
tive methods of propaganda. In addition, it was 
recommended that the new national committee 
should set a date for the next fund drive, probably 
from January IS, 1906, to May 1, 196ft, (The date 
of January 1$ was selected as on this date in IKS 
the D&h/ Worker was discontinued.) 

Hence, the convention has given sew guidance 
and enthusiasm to the party's recruiting, indoo 
trinatk** and propaganda campaigns, As one of 



the speaker* stated, this wu a convent ion to boil! 
th* Communist Party, USA. 

CommtmUt Party, USA, Follcnci Lenin 

Virtually every move taken a tie 17ti National 
Convention, of the CommuaSst Party, USA, has 
(t« root* in tit teachings e>f the early god* of 
communism, la 1902, Lenin if rot* : 
W» Bsnt "£<> imocf *B claenei c< (fee SMpW at tte» 

Saera . . , T»» prtndml {Mb«, of comree, 1* prop*g*aCe 
iM •xtuOoo m«i »3 Kric* of a« jwopl*. , , , 

la 1*20, Lenin was even more expEeit regarding 
the nusa in which, the seed of wwwlw mi 
to be planted in fertile area* of ttarest, dissension 
endttrifsi 

. . , It err tacrine* must to made, tto treeceat obstacle* 
■MM be overcome, 1» Offer to oar ry OB l(Ka«!oa art ptvj*- 
laada *yate»«Sc*a7. pernevemjly, serMatenCU. emj pa- 
tl*MJy. precisely U Oo» VnaOtaOoiii, MctetJee, at* 
•iMKKHtOOM— ma (to nooet reicOoctrj— to wMo* 
PHdrtarta* <-r semlproletarjaa mm , , , 

Naive, indeed, i» th« minority; class or dissatis- 
fied groop which, let* it* banner put into the 
hands of the Ccsnmuaists, tor tbi* banner win be 
held alof t by tb* Red* only *» Jong ** it serve* 
the purpoe* of eapediting th* Communist objective 
of domination over all class**, 

Youth 

If for * moment any American consider* tb* Conv 
sv»aist* to be blind to opportunity, let him consider 
tbi* vil* tactic which" cam* ort of tb* 17th National 
Convention ; 

It » obvious to tb* Communist that if it* party 
ii to survive, it must attract the youth of tbi* 
Nation. A* newspaperman! otber media reveal 
almost daily, many of America'* Juvenile* are la 
a state of upheaval—adult authority and moraKty 
hare been spumed to tie point "where juvenile 
arrest* Li this country in 1«8 increased 8 percent 
over tie preceding year. 

Daring the convention, *a DBuct* Oonuannist 
tool not* of the juvenile deiuKjuency tit cities and 
proposed that if **V* provide them with, a place 
to go and with activities, they will not be ao d*Ka- 
^nent; **e' , c*ja »ov» them in a positive direction I 

What can be more despicable or dangeroua to 
our democracy than tbi* »ort of Red Pied Piper 
trickery I 

Another of the major aim* of the 17th National 
Convention wu to ramphtsi** the recruitment 



«f Negroes into the Coauntwist Party by rewa- 
bellishing tb* same old hackneyed phrase* aSeg- 
ing that the Communist Party is the savior of the 
Negro, It S» no secret that on* of tb* bitterest 
distppointmeot* of communistic effort* in this 
J< ation ha* been their failure to 3w« onr Negro 
citizen* jato tb* party, Dwpjt* every type of 
propaganda boomed at ocr Nation'* Negro citi- 
kos, they have never snwacbed to the party'a 
saccharin* promise* of a Communist *Ctopia," 
Thh generation and generations to com* for many 
year* ow* a tremendoa* debt to our Negro citizens 
who hav* consistently refused to surrender their 
freedoms, for the tyranny of communism. 

Behind the Communist** scheme of recruiting 
Negroes is deceit as there » in every one of their 
designs. He Beds are not so interested in the 
Xegro as they are in using him to further Com- 
munist goals. Tth is clearly «hown by instruc- 
tions issued by the Communist Party, USA, to 
its member* as early a* 1925 ; 

Tae tim «c v>t t*rtr J* «<u work amon* a* >'en* 
Etase* Ii t» mitt * powerful yroieUrtat Bo«emeot 
»Uct wOX tfU tilt lei4 tt» ttrurfle «* Ow N«r* nee 
>t«to«t eiploltitson »M «jiBce««I« t* «-err |or» tad 
w»Jc» will be t BXUt»t part of a* »vo!attoD*ry exwe- 
neDt ct at Amerieia woritoi cUm, (e atnitittiHi 
tbe Jucerteaa 7evotut2ouar/ uxjTeoieDt br brtagtur lat+ 
It tt* > . , S»p» workpr* an! farm* t* tie t'ft'fv 
State* to broaden tbe itnia^es of {be Aaierlc** Ketre 
worttert and fame™, cooDect CUu wK» tb« atmule* of 
tto satlostl mlBorKte* am ooloslat peoriet of aS (to 
worM aod faerebr fartber tjbo eaq«e of tto worW rrvolu- 

«•••* *B<t tb* 4VtttorubI> Of tto pr.Jetartat 

lie Negro resorutton adopted by the convention 
discarded tb* party'* historic position advocating 
"sel f -determination,* meaning that Negroes 
should be given the right to form a separate n*< 
tkm in tb* Southern States. Stalin had de&ned 
•Wf-determination* in these words : 

■ . ,(*• rta*t of tbe vmmtt* peoptea of <*« *ipend- 
ent ewatrlea aa« foionlea u consleee *eM«»to», a* tae 
H*M of Badout I* toJependeat eitateoca as aUtea. 

The 1S5J convention resolution hence represent* 
a party admission that St* position concerning 
Negroe* is bankrupt. Time itself has taown that 
the party is not interested in the welfare of the 
Negro, bat only in usbg him as * tool to advance 
party interests. 

Other Minor it tc* 

Daring the 17th Kattonal Convention, mach, was 
made of the party's responsibility of champion* 



irg the causes of inch group* is the United States 
M the Mexicans, Japaivese^Amerieans, Puerto JRi- 
tm, and, i relatively new target, the American 
Indian. Again, such pseudo eoncern by the party 
is readdy made apparent by jta. history erf 
» j fifc.it in ti any area of Mrert. 

Ai early ft* >921, the Ganmunist International 
laid down the following ml* to be followed by 
foreign Commujnfcit p.rtie* t«lUted with, tie 
Comintern: 

I* countries wbow pcpolitloo «nulti national mfcaorl. 
dn, K to Ch* «ot/ of (be party te Che BecesMry 

attention I* prOMJ««44 «o.l «rtU«OH MSCOf tbe jrole. 
\mr\n urate of ttea* minorttie*. 

Tk« t>,» cf the words *profiegaada* and 
•agitation* belie* any «noble" motive which those 
who *re easily beguiled might ascribe to the 
international Cc«munist conspiracy. 

Labor Union, 

The tTtb Xiiicail Convention rrs-Bjrned the 
party's constant aim of attempting to infiltrate 
and domin ate labor union* to turn them into i tool 
for communism— to make them recruiting area* 
for additional memberi in A* Cx-rnmunisC 
movement, 

The JTth National C-oaveation's 10-page draft 
resolution oa trade union problems contains the 
pious statement Chat *. , . the fact that Commu. 
nists have no interests apart from those of the 
entire working (lass must be brought home to the 
Americas workers again and again.* 

Actually, the party's burning desire to grab 
control of labor nr. iocs is nothing more than as 
attempt to carry oat on* of Lenin's most necessary 
rales to achieve communism ; 

It is sereosary to b* note to »H»rar.« all cf ttts, te 
•p** te aay in 1 every aacrulre. »a - 'S seed bo- 
te rewrt le all aona of sevfcvo, naaeeveca. e*4 B*t*l 
l . v to evaeioe. art njMerfose, Is oroer to s-uecrat* 
tste (te (rase unions, te reaxla 1* Chen, art te carry on 
Common! i t work ta coeui at alt coots. 

Certainly, the Communists' glittering generali- 
ties of "freeing the working man" and securing 
•"better working conditions* for him can never 
take the place of the free bargaining system under 
our democracy. 3S*o semantic window-dressing will 
ever disguise the true objective ol communism—, 
to make slaves of working men. 

The man masterminding the party's unscrupu- 
lous attempts at infiltrating labor unions is Irving 
Potash, national labor secretary. His sordid 



background indeed makes & farce of the party's 
claim that it has no interests apart from those of 
the entire working class. Born in Rossis in !Wi 
he has an arrest record dating back te 1619 for 
criminal anarchy, conspiracy to influence and In- 
timidate witnesses, conspiracy to teach and 
advocate the overthrow of the U.S. Government 
by force and violence and illegal reentry into this 
country. 

Potash has been dedicated to the Communist 
movement since his early youth and has been de- 
scribed by a party comrade as ** guy who has 
never betrayed the party line.* In 1931, he placed 
his own picture on a passport issued to another 
l«rson and utilized this passport to travel to Eos. 
sis to afe.-.dthe Lenin School. Although Potash 
has stated that he consider* America hi* home, 
there is no Indication he has made any efforts to 
obtain VS. citizenship in the « year* he has 
called America his homeland. He has, however, 
frequently and consistently invoked the constitu- 
tional privileges of an American citizen when 
questioned by various congressional committees 
regarding hi* Communist Party membership and 
activities. 

f'arrrwrt 

In considering what position the Communist 
Party, USA, win take during the I960 political 
campaign, those in attendance at the lTth National 
Convention were provided with a document con- 
taining a 10-point program which the party 
would support. One of these concerning farmers 
is ridiculous per se when examined in the tight 
of the ultimate aim of Communism. Despite the 
slaves in the commune* of Communist China and 
the state-owned, collective farm* and farm ma- 
chinery in Soviet Russia, the Communists is 
America have the effrontery to intone sanctimo- 
niously that the Communist Party, USA, will sup- 
port a program woks will 'Protect the rights 
of the small farmer* te their land and their 
implements." 

What else could such a program be but on* 
small, but expedient, step toward the Sovietiz*- 
tion of American farmers! Who can conceive of 
farmers being allowed to own their farms and 
machinery in the type of society advocated by 
Communist 1 whose very name connotes a social 
order in which all goods are- held is common by 
a single euthoritarUa party t 



Political Election* 

Communists know tJ>*t apatiy among American 
i citizens j* the chink ia democracy's tnaor. On* 
of the tpe*Wt at the 1 7th Katienal Conveatkm 
revealed tit basic Qwawwiist tactic, of taking 
■ advantage of every weakness when bo urged r-ieni- 
den of the Conwxwust Partj, USA, to ia 
the prwutiw since W percent of tie Oongressa^n 
ere elected tt tbe primaries. 

Tit eonreiitioa heaxd a repeat of a J- sous com- 
mittee whicb had mad* a study of whet the party 
could do ia tbe I960 elect ices. It sdvocsted, 
among other things, influencing botk major potiti- 
c al parties. Also, H rcocwinaeacWt that the p*rty 
attempt to exploit labor and Negro groups to wield 
independent political inSuenc*. This report was 
adopted by the convention. 

Education 

The Ccrajnosist Party remains deeply interested 
La the Asoeriesn college- student. At a press con- 
fereace,Gas Hall was asked if £U party had made 
any inroads among college tt jjeats, He replied 
that the party bed made gait* ia this field, add- 
bog that there hss been * change in the thinking of 
college students toward* "noBoonf orroty." HaH 
added tbat be based this com»*nt on the fact that 
a number of request* hive been received from 
colleges for speaker*. 

International Relation* 

At evidence of tie fact tbat the Communist Party, 
USA, J* a part of tie intersatioBal Ccmmunist 
conspiracy, the convection received greetings 
from SO CWtiMtist Parties ia foreign countries. 
Most prominent, of course, were the messages re- 
ceived from the Ccranxuoii Parties ia Rossi a aid 

A motion adopted by the convention reflects 
another area of growing ; Communist ooncer a. 
This motion instructed the ntw national eomawt- 
tee to create a subcommittee on Latia Americas 
*ffain. Another motion tailed for an appeal to 
the conscience of the Americas people to give tup- 
port to the * revolutionary* movement developing 
in Latin America. 

In tie days ahead, tie party c*a be expected 
to give increasing emphasis to Iatia American 
natters. Joseph North, foreign at airs editor of 
■Tht WVi-er, gave a report to the convention oa 



Castro end the Cuban situation. He praised the 
progress tbat has beea Made by the Cuban Gov- 
♦raaeat aad said tbat the agrariaa lead reform 
baa xaade the f arroers Kiore prosperous tbaa tbey 
•were before tie rtvofation, 

JnaaXSaatos Kivera, presideat of tie Com- 
»aa5st Party of Paerto Eico, addressed tbe con- 
vent ka. He exteaded bis best ■wSshea for success 
to the Communist Party, USA. lie party was 
most enthusiastic over Rivera's appearance. 

Communion and the Press 

Ol* of the paradoxes at the coavent ioa was the 
fact the eoBvtation » as cloned to the press, this ia 
spite of tbe party's old, old theme tbat the Com- 
mwiist Party Jgbts for freedoia. When ceoeried 
by a reporter as to why tbe coaveatioa was not 
open to tbe press, HaQ blitbely Stated that the 
party has received aafavorabl* treatment from 
tbe press ia tbe past aad also because there were 
delegates in attendance who might Jose their jobs 
if their identities became known. Of coarse, the 
real reason tbe press was not admitted v. as became 
tbe party does sot dare let its illegal aims against 
tbe United States become public Tbe exclusion 
of the press is a tacit admission tbat the Conv 
wuaist Party, USA, b a clandestine, far from 
legitimate organization, aad tbat if the free press 
cannot praise coram wiisia, then there is no room 
at Communist conventions for the press. His 
feelings regarding tbe purpose of the press are 
revealing, too, as to what place the Fourth Estate 
would have ia * society dominated by tbe Com- 
munist Party, 

However, veteran newspapermen are not easily 
fooled, aad some of Hall's answers to Questions 
posed by the reporters •quickly exposed hmv For 
instance, Hall was asked if tbe Com m uni s t Party, 
USA, advocates tbe violeot overthrow of tbe VS. 
Government. Hall, ooavkted in Federal court for 
cccspiringtodo just that— Hall, whoonceopealy 
testified tbat he was willing to take up arms to 
bring about a Soviet America, blandly said wfta- 
outh«sit»tV», # >"o,we have never advocated this.* 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

On October 11, 196l, a source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that the Pittsburgh 
Young Peoples Socialist League (YPSI*) held a meeting on 

\ at which time the YPSL agreed to form a 
picket line for the John Birch Society meeting scheduled b7D 
for October 11, 1961, at the Carnegie Lecture Hall,' Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Source stated the YPSL would not use its name as the 
sponsoring agency because it was believed that many would 
not Join the picket line if this was publicly known. A 
committee of students was to be formed only for this affair 
and same would be known as "The Student Committee Against 
Totalitarianism.'^^ jgj 

The October 11, 1961, issue of the "PITT NEWS," a semi- " 
weekly student newspaper of the University of Pittsburgh, 
contained an article entitled, "Protest Group plans Campus 
Demonstration," wherein it was stated that a student 
demonstration sponsored by the temporar y/student Committe e 
Against TQt^U^,I^I!^ffl was being planned i'or that ' nig'hr* 
(October 11, I90I) against the meeting of the John Birch 
Society at Carnegie Institute Lecture Hall, at which closed 
meeting, ROBERT WELCH, founder of the Society, was scheduled 
to be the main speaker. 




of the Student Committee which was protesting "not against 
their right to speak or assemble, but against the basic 
ideology of the Society." 



bb 
b7C 



On October 
identified 



iq6i. 



the above mentioned s ource 

|at the 




University of Pittsburgh and also as a current 
member of the Pittsburgh YPSL.^g( (U) 

On October 14, 1961, the above source furnished a leaflet 
entitled, "Student Committee Against Totalitarianism," which 





ENCLOSURE 



jCHN2BfRGfll SOCIETY, INC. 

had been distributed at the University of Pittsburgh on 
October 11, 1961. This leaflet was concerned with the 
"Poster Walk" in protest of the John Birch Society Meeting 
at the Carnegie Institute Lecture Hall, 8:00 PM, Wednesday, 
October 11, 1961. The leaflet pointed out this would be 
a "Non -Violent Demonstration" and contained a. partial list 
of students who were sponsoring the affair (u) 

This leaflet, in part, sets out the following :V&&(U) 



»**#** Welch has said that former President Eisenhower 
wasia dedicated agent of the Communist conspiracy 1 . 
The main aim of the Birchers at the moment is the 
Impeachment of Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, because the Supreme Court outlawed segregation 
in the schools. The John Birch Society is anti- 
Semitic and anti-Negro. It demands unquestioned 
obedience to its leader, Welch. There are many 
frightening parallels between the Birchers and the ' 
Nazi Party of Adolph Hitler AJR£-(U) 

"We call on our fellow Pittsburgh students to show 
their disapproval to totalitarianism by joining a 
poster walk outside the meeting hall from 8:00 to 
8:30 tonight, Wednesday, October 11. WE ARE NOT 
ATTEMPTING TO INTERFERE WITH THEIR RIGHTS TO FHEE 
SPEECH AND FREE ASSEMBLY— we defend their rights to 
meet and speak. We are simply showing them that 
young Americans do not want a Hitler .In this country, 
and that we defend the Supreme Court, law and order, 
the good name of ex-President Eisenhower, and the 
democratic process. (U) 

"We know that Welch will say that we are Communists or 
1 comsymps 1 . Our answer is that we are against ALL 
dictators and all totalitarianism and all enemies of 
democracy, whether they are in Russia or -Algeria, 
Hungary or Mississippi. Or Pittsburgh !Wj-(U) 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

"Come ancl join us and bring a sign. Some suggestions 
for signs-- We Like Earl Warren; We Like Ike; We 
Support the Supreme Court; We Support Desegration; 
No Fuehrer in America ."te^ mi 



»*#***The student Committee Against Totalitarianism 
is a. temporary committee formed only to issue this 
leaflet and sponsor this poster walk. It will 
disband after tonight. Those who Join in sponsoring 
this call endorse only the idea of a peaceful -jo^- 
demonstration for democracy, and nothing elset 1 ^^^. (II) 

On October 14, 1961, the first source and also a second 
source, who has furnished reliable information in the ,past, 
advised that on October 11, I96I, The Student Committee 
Against Totalitarianism sponsored a picket line protesting , 
a meeting of the John Birch Society at the Carnegie Lecture 
Hall, Pittsburgh, Pa. This committee was made up of students 
primarily from the University of Pittsburgh. There were 
between 150-200 participating in the picket line. mi 



The October 12, 1961, issue of the "Post-Gazette and Sun- 
Telegraph," a Pittsburgh daily newspaper, contained an article 
entitled "Birch Society Founder Repeats Charges Here'.". 1 This 
article reflected that ROBERT WELCH was given a standing 
ovation by approximately 400 who were in attendance at the 
meeting on October 11, 1961. WELCH reportedly stated that 
"The largest single body of Communists in this country is 
our Protestant Clergy'." ' In denouncing the Protestant Clergy 
as a reservoir of communism In this country, WELCH said that, 
about three per cent of his estimate of the nation's 200,000 
Protestant Clergymen are "comsymphs'/y which he defined as 
either members of the party or sympathizers with its aims. 

WELCH reportedly directed his speech at the "Communist 
conspiracy" and he warned that the greatest danger to this 
country is from Internal communism. He argued that 
Communistic Russia would never attack the United States 
because to do so would be a signal for revolt in the satellite 
nations and in other lands dominated by communists. Instead, 
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WELCH said, the Reds plan to subvert democracy by forcing 
it to adopt policies which when finally effective will make 
this country indistinguishable from any other socialist 
country. 

The October 12, 1961, issue of the "Pittsburgh Press ',." 
a Pittsburgh daily newspaper, contained an article 
captioned, "Red War Threat Phoney, Welch Declares" wherein 
it summarized the speech given by WELCH on the previous 
evening at Carnegie Lecture Hall. 

This article, in part, sets out the following: 

"Soviet Russia Is promoting a 'phony' war threat to 
divert U. S. attention from internal subversion, says 
the founder of the John Birch Society. 

"Robert Welch, chairman of the ultra-conservative 
organization, said genuine war with the U. S. is feared 
by Russia because it might trigger a world revolt 
against communism. Meanwhile, the Soviet Union Is 
successfully infiltrating American Government, he 
contends . 

"Sponsors of his appearance, the conservative Assn. 
of Western Pennsylvania, said 600 tickets were sold 
at $1 each. 

"Only twice was his address here interrupted by 
explosive response. Applause and laughter burst 
from the audience when, by way of illustrating what he 
described as communism's attraction for upper class 
intellectuals, he said: 

'I have found more Harvard accents in Communist 
circles than you'll ever find in overalls.' 

"Again he was given a big hand when he charged Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, of the U. S. Supreme Court, should 
be impeached for violating his oath in opinions that 

'tear huge ragged holes in our Constitution. 1 
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"Mr. Welch, son of a Methodist minister, reiterated 
his charge that 3 per cent of the Protestant clergy— 
or approximately 7000 ministers — are 'comsymps,'', 
short for Communist sympathizers . 

"He said he was convinced, however, that few if any of 
these are Communist converts. * 

M "Protestant ministers do not become Communists... 
but Communists do become Protestant ministers, 1 he 
explained . 

"Other Welchisms: 



"Communists have been most successful in subverting 
top-level political, social and economic echelons 
in America. 

"—Only 2 per cent of all Government employees in 
this country are Communists or Communist - 
sympathizers but these are key men who influence 
decisions. 

"--Soviet Russia fomented ant I -Communist revolts 
In Hungary, Poland and perhaps Cuba to flush Its 
foes into the open. 

"—Communists have written 'anti-Communist' tracts 
to throw enemies off the trail. 

"--America has fallen prey to 'social and philosophical 
immorality. ' 

"--The transfer of Gen. William E. Walker from West 
Germany for espousing Birch Society causes was 'a 
terrific tragedy and a disgrace." 

"—Pro-Communist forces in the U. S. deliberately 
dangled pearl Harbor before the Japanese to lure 
them into World War II . " 



The October 12, 1961, "Pittsburgh Press" also contained 

an article entitled, "200 students Picket Birch Society Chief 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

This article pointed out that the real show at the Carnegie 
Institute Lecture Hall was outside the auditorium as 200 
students protested the appearance of ROBERT WELCH, founder 
of the John Birch Society. 

This article, in part, sets out the following: 

"The picketers were members of the Student Committee 
Against Totalitarianism, formed hastily Sunday night 
and disbanded when the demonstration was over. 

"They carried signs supporting the Supreme Court, 
former President Eisenhower and various other public 
figures and institutions attacked by the society. 

" 'Supreme Court Si, Welch Nyet, 1 one sign read. 'Old 
Fascists Never Die, They Just Become Birchers, ' said 
another." 

The October 18, 1961, issue of "PITT NEWS" contained an 
article entitled, "Demonstrators Parade In Protest Of 
'Un-Democratic 'Birch Society". This article stated: 

"More than 200 University students joined In a 
protest demonstration Wednesday night against the 
meeting of the John Birch Society in the Carnegie 
Institute Lecture Hall. 

"The protest, which was sponsored by the temporary 
Student Committee Against Totalitarianism, was viewed 
by an official of the committee as a rejection of the 
'John Birch Society as the un-democratic institution 
that it is.". 

"Robert Welch, founder of the conservative Society, was 
the main speaker at the close-door meeting which began 
at 8:30 P.M. 

"The signs, all home made, called upon the 'John Birchers 1 
to 'Go Home,' 'Quit the Birch Society,' and to stop 
trying to make 'democracy un-American'. 
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"Others said: 'Will the Big Lie work here?!,,,, "Hitler 
Isn't dead, he Just changed his name' to Welch,' and 
•Supreme Court, Si i -Welch, Nyet! 1 

"The most popular sign likened a picture of Hitler to 
the name Welch." 

The October 18, 1961, issue of "Pitt News" also contained 
an editorial by NATHAN FIRESTONE which was entitled, "Welch's 
Sour Grapes — Birch In The Lurch". This article, in part, 
sets out the following: 

"Robert Welch, a retired candy manufacturer and leader 
of the controversial John Birch Society, spoke to the 
Pittsburgh chapter last Wednesday evening at Carnegie 
Institute Lecture Hall. 

"The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance and 
an invocation by a Roman Catholic priest. Then Welch 
started to speak, nervously shuffling his notes through- 
out his ninety minute speech. 

"He lectured in a dry monotone with a slight trace 
of a New England accent. "And seeming 'gun-shy' after 
the controversy caused by his allegation that Dwight 
D. Eisenhower was a 'conscious agent of the Communist 
party, ' Welch merely inferred that people like 
Fullbright, Eleanor Roosevelt, Walter Reuther and 
Milton Eisenhower are 'comsymps' (communists or 
sympathizers ) . 

"Welch began by saying 'the greatest thing to be 
concerned about is the gradual loss of the sovereignty 
to the forces of international Communism. 1 He added, 
'the Federal government is controlled by Communist 
influences . 1 

"Welch then launched into the body of his address as he 
patiently told the audience that he wanted to give them 
'an insight into the strategy of Communism.' 

"His explanation was rather confusing. Welch explained 
that Communist strategy was based on the 'Principle of 
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Reversal 1 . This is his own interpretation of the Marxian 
dialetic. Welch said 'the heart of the policy is to 
take two steps backwards and one step forward.' He was 
apparently confused by this, so he further clarified it 
by saying 'Take two little steps backwards and one 
giant step forward.' I believe that ^what Welch was 
trying to say is 'give small concessions to get big 
gains . ' 

"Other Welchian examples of 'The Policy of Reversal' 
include foreign aid, the Soviet military threat, the 
lie that the masses are attracted to Communism, religion 
and the Polish and Hungarian revolts . 

"Welch stated that 'foreign aid is really designed to 
give aid to the Communists under the guise of fighting 
them.' He concluded this by saying 'the threat of 
outside war is completely phony, designed to speed us 
on the path of Socialism and Communism. ' He explained 
that the Soviet Union couldn't even conquer Finland 
in 1940. Welch says that we are so strong that the Soviet 
Union wouldn't dare attack us. 

"Then Welch, without one piece of evidence^ said that 
7,000 of the 20,000 Protestant clergymen in this 
country are Communists. He explained this by saying 
that it is not the ministers who become Communists, 
but Communists who are trained to be clergymen. 

"Finally, he advised that the Polish and Hungarian 
revolutions of 1956 were perpetrated by the Communists 
to lure the underground from hiding. 

"Welch concluded by proclaiming 'Our government has 
been the most Important single force causing the advance 
of Communism while pretending to be against it.' " 

The October 22, 1961, issue of "The Worker", an east coast 
communist newspaper, contained an article captioned "Pittsburgh 
Students in Anti-Birch Parade," which was datelined at 
Philadelphia, Pa. This article reflected that 2000 students 
from the University of Pittsburgh demonstrated against a 

j3MflBEIggg> i 

-8- 



J 



t 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, INC. 

Birch Society rally at Carnegie Lecture Hall. They Paraded 
in front of the hall for 45 minutes while 200 picketed. The 
article said that the police banned singing by the group. It 
also pointed out that on the previous night, WELCH had spoken 
to some 600 at the Sheraton Hotel in Philadelphia, at which 
rally he was also picketed by college students. 

On October 24, 1961, the first and second source, and on 
October 27, 1961, a third reliable source, all advised that 
at a recent meeting of the Pittsburgh Socialist party - Social 



Democratic Federations (SP-SDF),, — 

the YPSL's forming the Student Committee Against ortts ___ 
Totalitarianism and the picketing of the Speech of ROBERT 
WELCH, founder of the John Birch Society, given at, the 
Carnegie Institute Lecture Hair, Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
Wednesday, October 11, 1961/^ (jjj 

This document contains neither recommendations 5°^ c f n ?i u ^ s 
of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and^ • ij a loan to 
your agency; it and/or its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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l: 



TO 




ROM 



ubject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 
SAC, PITTSBURGH (62-2670) 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, JCNC, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



date: 11/14/61 




Enclosed for the Bureau's information are five copies 
of a letterhead memorandum concerning the John Birch 
Society, Inc. 



\0n 10/11/61, 
i memorandum, orany advised S A 



he 

be held on that eveningJLhlhia_iiLCfl 
furnished to Detective 



proposed picketing of the John Birch Society meeting to 



rma 



bb 
b7C 
b7D 



meeting 
tion was orally 

_ of the Pittsburgh 

Police Department at 8*00 AM, 10/11/61-, by SA | | 

/.The letterhead memorandum is classified "Confidential" 
since data reported by the three sources mentioned therein 
could reasonably result in the identification of 
confidential informants of continuing value and compromise 
the future effectiveness thereof.. 

Careful consideration has been given to sources concealed, 
and sources were concealed only in those instances wher e their 
identities must be so concealed. 



Identity of source 



Source 1 is 



(U) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



] 



Source 2 is 
Source 3 is ] 

(by Joint; statement; *N^v» ^ 

^Bureau (Encls 5L(RM) L '"' 
1-Pittsburgh ^-d> 

' * 
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Mr. ToI»: 
Mr. 

Mr. "Mohr 



Mr.,CalIaha: 
Mr, 
Mr 

MrN^Yana 

Mr. Ha'*in«, 
Mr, J{-i'>n^ 



Mr. Tavcl ™. 
Mr. l'retfex. 



Mr. Ty*m 
Mi*$ Candy 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



MR. W. C. SULLIVAN 



MR. J. A. SIZOO 



O 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
ROBERT H. W.' WELCH, 




JR.; 



date: November 30, 



1-Mr. Belmont 

1-Mr. Evans 

1-Mr. Sullivan 

1-Mr. Baumgardner 

1-Mr. Kleinkauf 



INFORMATION CONCERNING INFORMATION CONTAINED 
INFORMATION CONCERNING mm Jg UNCLASSI ^T E n 

On 11/27/61, Mr. C. H?Wtm ley ,^of ■ ltt e Y l$gc- 
Investigative Division, ad vised that he had received 



rznr 

a telephon 

the Internal Security Division of the 




call from Mr. 

Department, asking whether the Bureau had received information 
from Robert .Welch cpncerning alleged communist activities in the 
United States, and whether we had ever interviewed him on a "put b6 
up or shut up" basis. b7C ^ 



back and advised 
rer to his request, we 



After checking, I called Mr. 
him that by memorandum dated 9/8/60, in 

Ilhad directed ;his attention to a previous memorandum to the Attorney 
General summarizing information then available regarding Welch 
'and. the John, ^Birch Society and indicating that, unless advised to 
J the contrary, \ no action was being taken by the Bureau. I pointed 
out, however;, that in December, 1959, we had interviewed Welch 
because of language used in one of his speeches suggesting that he 
had access to information in FBI files; that it was made clear to 
him he had no such access and that the Bureau expected him to avoid 
the use* of language in spee ches or w ritten material which suggested 
any such ^access. I advisedQ 




further that we had received 



copies of Welch's publication "One Man's Opinion" and several 
letters from Welch, but no specific information clearly outlining 
communist activity as to warrant our going to hi m for spe cific 
information^ or additional details, and I advised | the Burea 

did not contemplate an interview with Welch. 



An interview with Welch, on a "put up or shut up" basis 

I for such information as he might have relative to communist activity, 
is not considered desirable . Welch's correspondence indicates 
cleVrly his knowledge 61 the jurisdiction and interests of the FBI 
in this area and his responsibility to advise the Bureau in the even 
he has specific information of value. He undoubtedly would use the 
fact of such an interview to his advantage, either, to add to his 

prestige, ,J>jt jC^aiyjing ttie FBI^was consulting him, or by charging 

ACTI0N:\For iix&6raati4&* Noofurther 
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actfegpo^s tjrontsaaplated.^)^/ I 
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Mr. ToJ«on. 
; Mr. Brim? " 

,' Mr.-Mohr 

! Mr. .Callahan. 
! Mr, Conrad 

Mr. Malice,*. 
Mr.-R<w«a_ 
Mr. •Sallivsa, 

I Mr. .Tavel^. 

. Mr. Trpttcr 

I.Trtf, 

J Mr. lagrsua — 
I Miss Candy . 



,1 

J. 




ALL INFORMATION 1 CONTAINED . 

HEREIN IS WCUSSmED ^ 

DATE^>£^ BBK 



b6 
b7C 





til-Jff, f fo \ mi 



>f«i 



.COR 




M, ~~ 

~ - Original & copf" >^ 

J.-. Yellow" file copj A 

C ly 62- 10440 l (Jphd ^9 Society!. 

J. H. KleinEuin r" " 
L — - l - jb. M. Suttler, 4-ia~*justice Bide. . - 1QR1 

SAC, NEW YORK i . S ect|fliLtlcktoJ Bedember 5, 1961 

1 - MiS£ 





DIRECTOR, FBI (100-415762) 

"THE FASCIST REVIVAL: INSIDE STORY 

OF THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY" bb 
BY MIKE NEWBERRY 
CENTRAL RESEARCH MATTER 



b7C 



The captioned pamphlet is distributed by the New Era Book 
Agency, Incorporated, 832 Broadway, New York 3, New York, for 35? 
^^acopy. 

' You should discreetly obtain two copies of captioned pamphlet 
and forward them to the Bureau by routing slip marked to the attention of 
the Central Research Section. 



i I ;• ft . 

■ f, * f t 'Jr 



AMBibbb 
(8) 



ATX Xl^fJ 



NOTE: Pamphlet requested by SA R. S. Garner, Central Research Section, 
for use of the Bureau. Sources within Bureau checked; negative. One copy 
of the pamphlet will be filed in Publications Files, Identification Building; 
the other copy will be filed in Bureau File 62-104401. 

"Here is a dramatic, thoroughly documented expose which names 
names and gives dates about one of the most sinister organizations operatin 
in the U. S. A. today. The author has marshalled irrefutable evidence to 
prove that traditional American democracy and Constitutional liberties are 
menaced by powerful highly-placed forces in the government, Big Business, 
and the Pentagon. " 

MAINSTREAM, ^November, 1961. Inside front cover. 




YELLOW 
DUPLICATE 

UEC5-J961 

MAILED 



NOT RECORDED 
201 DEC 6 1961 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
KIMM 



RNMENT 



UNITED STATES 

'Memorandum 



to 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



/(gri&h : SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-951*8) 



subject: 



JOHN-BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



dAte; 12-13-61 



On 11-29-61, Tr ooner 
confidentially advised SA I 



(prote ct Identity), 
Ithnt recently 



I the John Birch Society and the meetings / 
IW. Va.. are in 'connection with the activities of 
;v. I Ll 



is active in the society. 



Llt^JFiW^ N t C t , fa";. an 
active member of the society and I 



1 



that I 



tated 



I | the Halifax Pap er Co.. same~city. is also an active member 



of the society and 



meetings. 



/LX Bureau j(RM) 
^ - Pittsburgh (RM) 
2_ J= _CJaa_rlotte 



TUT 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




b6 

b7C 

b7D 



b6 
b7C 



6S1OTD19G1 



9 



' ' 22 DEC 18 1361 




* « .-V 



\ 



1? 



MS Up 



To 

El Director ^ j 

OSL ^ 





FILE •# B.1 
ECTION^ ( 

U — I Supv .a... 1 -y-^"^^^^^ 7 ^ *"*■«*■.■ * 

fZl Agent .'. .J^tgj * > bTfjTRAL RESEARCH MATTER : 

IfZD se ^7^FtW7^r' 

GZDcc ^ ! 

1 j . „ 1 Steno . Dt. 

CZ3 Clerk ^. 

' ACTION DESIRE 



B 



Acknowledge 

Assign... Reassign. 

Bring file 
Call me 
orrect 




HCorrec 
Deadline... 

I I Deadline passed 
jj I Delinquent 
1 H Discontinue 

JCZJ For inf< 
"} Initiafi 



I I Open Case 
I I Prepare lead cards 

B Prepare tickler 
Recharge serials 

H Return assignment card 
Return file 






V V f I Submit ne 



0tR\tC£CORDED. 
•ndSerl^ 19St 



L__J "Submit report by 
d^S^^iftention I I Type 

urn with explanation or notation as to action 

eBulet 12/£/6l. 

*$ 

inclosed herewith are two copies 
pamphlet, published by NSW CENTURA 'PUBL 



new charg e-an t j 

.... 




See reverse side 



H«"-6»- FOSTER 
New York 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v 
HSI12IH IS UitoLAS3iaiED ^ 



64 UC 281981 



... 



i 



. v 




Mr. 

Mr, K/ 

Jlr. Conra-i, / 

Ml. Malwe ,„ 
Mr. lvcj*n,„^» 
Mr. Sullivan. 
Mr. TavcJ^i. 
Mv. Trotter™. 

TW*. Room 

Mr. Jr.gram._ 
Miss G4ndy__ 





OftlONAl fOKM NO. I> 

M + 



UNITED STATES GOV^t^ 

Memorandum 



NT 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. DeLoach 

D. C. Morrell^^ 



date: 12-26-61 
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■TORTH CAROLINA 



Tols 



Belmont - 
Moh»«_« 

■ Conrad, 
DeLoach . 
Eva.sj — 



Mo) one 
Rosen , 
- SuUivoa 
Tovel m 
Trotter _ 
Tele. -Room , 

.Jngram « , 

GantJy 



By, letter dated December 18, 1961, the captioned Individual^ 
enclosed copies of letters he sent' to ' Senator. Sam J. Ervin, Jr . . of N orth ^.Carolina, 
to President Kennedy. and to, Ambassador ,Adlai ;E. : Stevenson. I ~|ref erred to 



his previous letter to the. Bureau in which he advised-that he was a| _ 

~ jthe John Birch - Society a nd requested the?DIrector to please make an 



estimation of this society. | | letter to .Senator Ervin contains a threatening 

note in his reminder that the Senator is his repr esentat ive and that the Senator 
should bear this in mind when he is representing ! ~| In his letter to President 
Kennedy, correspondent sets forth thlrteen statements which he reports to be 
facts and then advised the President that the Director. can tell him "why. " He 
advised the President to. ask the Director why/therState. Department, Central 
Intelligence. Agency and the Pentagon "goof. "' 



b6 
b7C 



Correspondent's previous letter was acknowledged by advising 
him that theiFBI does not make evaluations regarding, organizations and Individ uals 
and the Director could not accede to his request. Buf iles also show that | | 
handed out literature which claimed the Southern Conference Educational .Fund 
(SCEF) was s a* communist front-organization. This information was carried in an 
article appearing in the 10 -30-61' issue of the "Chapel Hill Weekly, " a weekly 
newspaper; at Chapel Hilli North Carolina, which reported a conference sponsored 
by the SCEF which took place. at the Presbyterian church in.Chapel Hill to, discuss 
freedom 1 of speech, worship, the press, peaceable. assembly. and the right to 
petition* the government for redress'of ^grievances. The: Southern Conference 
Educational ^Fund is the subject of Bufile 100-10355. (62-104401-1377; 100-10355- 
982) 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASOTIED x 

da tevsau s B^a^^-- 



RECOMMENDATION: 



In view of the nature of 



b6 
b7C 



^letter and the fact that he Is a 
the Johfa^Birch Society, it is recommended that no acknowledgement 

0EC 28 r ' 



be made of this, communicauonT 
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, Slip 



TO SAC: 

□ Albany ' 
ID Albuqu_ergue 

□ Anchorage 
O Atlanta 
O Baltimore 

Birmingham 

□ Boston 

□ Buffalo 
O Butte 

□ CharloV»e 

□ Chicago 

□ Cincinnati 

□ Cleveland 
a Dallas 
O Denver 

□ Detroit 
On Paso 



Date 



12-27-61 



□ Honolulu 
CJ Houston 
£3 Indianapolis 
CD Jacksonville 
Q Kansas City 
Q Knoxville 
DjLa, Vegas 
J— J Little Rock 
LJ Los Angeles 
- Q Louisville 
LJ Memphis 
£=J Miami 
Q Milwaukee 
Cj Minneapolis 
LJ Mobile 
Newark 
□ New Haven 



(Copier Office's Checked) 



□ New Orleans 
CJNe-w York City 

□ Norfolk 

□ Oklahoma City 
CD Omaha 

□ Philadelphia 
CD Phoenix 

□ Pittsburgh 
CD Portland 

□ Richmond 

□ St. Louis 

□ Salt Lake City 
I— i San Antonto 

□ San Diego 

□ San fronelsc© 

□ Son .Juan 



dSavannoh 
Seattle 

CJJjringfjeld 
O Tampa 

□ Washington field 
t—J Ouontico 

TOLECAT: 

□ Bonn 

□ London 
CD Madrid 

□ Mexico D. T. 
LJOttawa 

□ Paris 

□ Rome 

□ filo de Jonelro 

□ Tokyo 



RE: 



TUT STATE FURNITURE DISTRIBUTORS 
8)0 T.'-KTH STREET 
ALAXOGORfX), NCW MEXICO 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE AND TOUiiS) 

O Tor Information O Tor appropriate action O Surep, k» 

OThe enclosed is for your Information, If used In a. future report, O conceal 
all sources, L-J paraphrase contents. 

O Enclosed are corrected pages from ferort of SA ■ 
dated 



remarks: fie* urkt 1-17-61 recommending that, 

be piac ed on the Bureau mailing list and your memoran- 
dum dated 3-16-61 captioned The John Birch Society, 
Information Concfrrnmr . fTntfrnal Security), describing 

the John BirchJ^ciety in 
""has been 



ms area. :n view ot the latter memo, 

removed from the Bureau's mailing list, and if he 
questions your office in the future, he can be mformed 
that the great demand for our publications and our 
budgetary limitations have necessitated limiting distribu- 
tion of Bureau material. 



EnClos ure(s) {2} 
, Buflle "~ 
Uillle 



w 
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CHANGED TO 



APR 27 1964 

Sc. 



.. OPTIONAL, FORM NO. 30 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 



TO 




subject: 



Director, FBI 

SAC, Albany (62-1465) (C) 

THE JOHN ^IRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



date: 1/3/62 



On 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSSFI! 
DAT£VN^lV£ B. 

1/2/6/2. the. Albany Division received a 

who identified himself 




telephone call from^_ 

Rad io JHEat'Idn W FffLt S yracuse, New York . He 



furnished the following information: 

Jgtt gfijCAKJ OP lMlgNJ L»6^A RV 
In his absence another ^nplovee of the radio 

tbjaf&mer ic an Opinion 



station __ , 

Libxary__Qf_S yracuse. New York, j nc., l^l^g as t_Q£ondaga 

Street __S,yxacuse,-NewJfork. The"! [that o rganTza- 

tionl who is 



unknown to 



According to the terms of the contract, WFBL 
is to make a commercial announcement preceding the 6:15 P.M. 
broadcast on Monday, Wednesday and Friday of the FULTON LEWIS, 
JR. Radio Program. The announcement* is to state that it is 
directed to those who are interested in the following program 
of FULTON LEWIS JR. and solicits their interest in the American 
Opinion Library located at 161 East Onondaga Street, Syracuse, 
New Yorkj where they are invited to read the publication 
entitled; "American Opinion" and other publications which are 
described as especially created for those concerned with the 
"preservation of our republic." 



broadcasting company was 




"^desirotis of avoiding any business dealings or connections with 
'individuals or organizations not completely responsible and 
legitimate and that the nature of the spot announcement 
re'quested^by the American Opinion Library suggested to him 
; that it might be an organization concerning which further 




62? 



Bureau 
2 - .Alba ny 



EC- 33 



; which further ./ 




♦ 



4 iA-^» 



4 



AL 62-1465 



inquiry should have been made by his company before sign- 
ing the contract. He inquired whether the Albany Division 
of the FBI had any Information in its files concerning that 
organization. In reply, he was advised of the confidential 
nature of the Bureau's files but that he might wish to 
direct an inquiry to the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Albany files identify the "American Opinion" as 
a publication of the John Bir ch Society but cont ain no 
information identifiable w ith 



complainant 



or the 



No investigation is contemplated by Albany and 
the above is being furnished <for the Bureau's information 
since it suggests the formation of a chapter of the John 
Birch Society in Syracuse, New ybrk. 



\ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



CHANGED TO 



Transmit the following in 



(Type in plain text or code) 

Via AIRTEL AIR MAI L 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-104401 ) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (62-59001) (C) 

JOHrT*BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



b6 
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V 5 * 



"National Council, JBS, established contact^ 
confidentially advised Agent of Log Angeles Office 1/8/62 
------- . _" _ " _ _ ~ _ j RI CHARD 

E. COMBS, 415 Race St., Visalia, Calif., Counsel, Senate 
Fac t-Flnding Committee on Un-American Activit ies. Sacramento. 



Mr. 



motives and function of the JBS. Mr. [ 



lthe character, 
stated that 



he understands that an investigation of JBS is beJLng conducted 
"by deposition" of persons believed to be knowledgeable 
pro and con the organization; and he indicated the investiga- 
tion he anticipates will lead either to the placing of 
instant group on "the subversive list" of instant committee, 
or will lead to at least a report b y the com mittee harmful 
to the JBS in the public mind. Mr. I 1 said he estimated 

this outcome from the political, partisan character of the 
origin of the investigation in the office of Attorney General 
STANLEY— MOSK . 



, Hnasf: Ffiriftral Savings Press 

Enterprise Speakers Bureau, 



I" 



an established contact, confidentially aavisea l/y/o* vnav 
invitations have been privately issued for 150 to 2 ^0 nf tha 

vOl)- Bureau (REGISTERED) 

'/ 1 - San Francisco (Info) (REGISTERED AIR MAIL) 
J 3 - Los Angeles , a . i, 

(1-80-420) ?° R£C-X0V rt r^ 
(1 - 100-51197) b7c v» Z 

4 




51 M 

Approved: 




'^±Z * ISent' 



in Charge 




LA 62-59001 

top level membership of J BS to meet at the home of Mr. and 

.Mrs. | | the Log Angeles xtaregJ 



to hear ^ROBERT "WELCH/ founder of JBS. Copy is 
furnished San JPrancisco for information. 



P 
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